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rcT=That  the  following  discourses  were 

not  written  wit^  a.  view  to  publication,  will,  I  suppose,  be  too  appar- 
ent to  every  discerning  and   charitable  reader.    The   favor,  with, 
which  they  were  received,  evinces  that  there  are  occasions,  when  the 
plainest  and  most  common  truths  become  interesting.     Possibly  they 
inay  be  instrumental  of  exciting  some  feelings,  or  of  strengthening 
some  habits,  becoming  those  Avho  are  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the 
earth.   Possibly  too  they  may  renew  in  the  minds  of  those,  who  heard 
them,  something  of,  that,  generous  sympathy,  which  was  so  apparent, 
at  the  season  of  their,  pastor's  I?ite  afflictipn.    In  hopes  of  this  the. 
author  complies  with  the  request  of  the  subscribers,  and  submits  these . 
discourses  to  the  candor  of  serious  readers, 


■PM»iyiwii<iiiji(iii«MiBiiiiiu»!..i»a,ii'.ii»w'-'i>.pi"iMWPnMa— n»B» 


SERMON  I. 


GEJ^ESIS  Jr.  I. 

AFTER    THESE  THINGS,   THE  WORD    OF    THE   LORlDi 

CAME    UNTO    ABRAM,    IN    A    VISION,     SAYING, 

FEAR  NOT,  ABRAM ;   I   AM   THY  SHIELD 

AND  EXCEEDING  GREAT  REWARD. 

ABRAM  is  styled  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  not 
only  /y^i?  J  at  her  of  circumcision^  but  the  father 
also  of  all  them^  that  believe^  though  they  be  not  circum- 
cised. (Rom.  iv.  xi.)  Persons  of  true  piety,  what- 
ever be  their  origin,  their  nation,  or  the  age  in 
which  they  live,  as  they  possess  those  moral  qualities, 
which  constituted  Abram  the  friend  of  God,  are 
called  his  children.  Though  they  have  not  submitted 
to  the  outward  rite  of  circumcision,  they  have  what  is 
of  unspeakably  more  consequence;  I  mean,  that  dead- 
ness  to  the  world,  and  that  internal  purity,  the  neces- 
sity of  which,  circumcision  expressed.  For  he  is  not. a 
Jew,  that  is  one  outwardly  ;  neither  is  that  circumcision, 
which  is  outward  in  the  flesh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew,  that  is 
one  inwardly  ;  and  circumcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the 
spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter  ;  zvhose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but 
of  God.     (R.om.  ii.  28,  29=} 

As  all  truly  good  men,  all  whose  hearts  are  conform- 
ed to  the  moral  image  of  God,  are  the  spiritual  seed  of 
Abram,  his  privileges  and   happiness   are,  in   degree^ 
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tiieifs  also;  and  whatever  can  be  said  of  the  felicity 
and  desireableness  of  his  state,  may  in  proper  measure 
be  said  of  theirs.  If  he  were  the  friend  of  God,  so 
are  they  the  friends  of  God  :  If  God  were  to  Abram. 
a  shield  and  exceeding  great  reward,  he  is  the  same  to 
Ihem;  with  this  difference,  however,  that  their  future 
reward  must  fall  as  much  short  of  the  reward  of 
Abrarn,  as  their  faith  and  piety  are  less  than  his. 

Our  present  object  is  to  illustrate  that  comprehen- 
sive and  glorious  promise  contained  in  the  text,  in  ref- 
erence to  Abram  and  all  his  spiritual  seed  :  In  doing 
which,  we  shall  preach  not  to  obedient  christians  only^ 
but  to  those  also,  who  are  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and 
bondage  of  iniquity  :  for  while  we  describe  the  safety 
and  privileges  of  the  righteous,  the  wicked  are  to  re- 
member, that  they  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this 
matter ;  that  whatever  be  the  glory  of  that  state,  and 
the  richness  of  that  reward,  which  is  reserved  for  them, 
who  love  God,  the  unrenevi^ed  sinner  must  view  it  as 
an  object,  to  which  he  has  no  title,  and^  the  loss  of 
which  he  must  mourn  and  lament  forever.  A  con- 
viction that  the  righteous  are  happy,  and  the  indistinct 
glimpse,  which  reprobates  will  have  of  their  happy 
state,  vvill  undoubtedly,  in  connexion  v^/ith  a  sense  of 
their  own  eternal,  irrecoverable  loss,  constitute  no  in- 
considerable part  of  the  misery  of  the  damned.  You  see 
then,  that  if  we  rightly  describe  the  safety  and  felicity  of 
the  servants  of  God,  we  do  in  some  measure  describe  your 
own  future  doom,  and  sliow  how  much  it  concerns  yoa 
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to  exercise  repentance  towards  God,  and  to  become  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.     If  God  will  shov/  himself 
areat  in  bestowins  rewards  upon  the  spiritual  seed  of: 
Abram,  he  will  show  himself  great,  likewise,  in  plenti- 
fully rewarding  the  evil  doer,  and  in  rendering  tribula-- 
:ion  and  anguish  to  the  children  of  disobedience  and 
unbelief.     It  is  suitable,  therefore,  that  while  the  safe- 
y  and  joy  of  the  righteous  is  a  subject  of  contempla- 
tion,   sinners    should  consider    th&    following  words 
most   emphatically  and  awfully  significant,  when    ad- 
dressed to  them.     Behold  my   servants  shall  eat,  hut  ys- 
shall  be  hungry  j  behold  my  servants  shall  drink,  but  ys 
shall  be  thirsty  ;  my  servants  shall  rejoice,  but  ye  shall  be 
ashamed;  my  servants  shall  sing  for  joy  of  heart,  but  ye- 
shall  cry  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and  how  I  for  vexation   of 
spirit.     (Isa.  Ixv.   13,   14.) 

The  promise,  ms-de  in  our  text  to-  Abram,  seems  to 
Bave  had  some  relation  to  the  scene,  through  which  he 
had  just  passed,  and  the  danger  fromwhich  he  had  been 
delivered.  In  the  preceding  chapter  an  accouht"  iS' 
given  of  Abram's  forming  his  domestic  servants  into 
a-  military  corps,  and  of  his  leading  them  out  to  rescue 
Lot,  his  brother's  son,  from  captivity.  After  God  had 
granted  him  success  in  this  noble,  spirited,  and  pious 
enterprize,  he  appears  to  Abram,  and  gives  him  that  en- 
couragement and  assurance  of  safety,  related  in  the  text. 
Fear  not,  said  he,  I  am  thy  fliield  and  exceeding  great  re^' 
ward. 

We 
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We  shall  consider  these  words,  as  relating  to  the 
good  man's  safety  in  this  life,  and  his  happiness  and 
glory  in  the  next.  As  to  the  first,  viz.  the  godly  man's 
safety  in  this  life  :  God  promised  to  be  Abram's  shield. 
A  shield,  you  know,  is  a  kind  of  defensive  armor,  de- 
signed peculiarly  to  secure  the  body  from  offensive 
weapons.  In  this  divine  promise  it  was  comprehended^ 
that  Abram  should  be  graciously  defended  by  divine 
power,  in  all  his  wanderings  j  that  God  would  provide 
for  him,  supply  his  wants,  and  secure  him  from  the  hos- 
tile attempts  of  his  enemies.  Considering  the  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  of  the  patriarch  ;  his  being  called 
to  leave  his  family  and  kindred,  and  to  wander  among 
unknown  and  barbarous  nations,  it  was  peculiarly 
desirable,  that  he  should  obtain  assurances  of  personal 
safety.  And  although  all  good  men  have  not  any  ex- 
press revelations  on  this  subject,  yet  they  have  a  gener- 
al source  of  comfort  in  the  government  of  a  perfect, 
unerring  God.  So  far  as  they  are  sensible  of  possess- 
ing true  Christianity,  they  know  that  the  Being,  by 
whom  all  their  outward  circumstances  are  ordered,  is 
not  only  wise  and  holy,  but  altogether  friendly  towards 
them  ;  and  although  they  may  be  called  mto  great  ad- 
versity, as  were  Job  and  Lazarus,  none  of  their  adver- 
sity arises  either  from  his  enmity,  or  indifference  to 
them.  They  will  always  rejoice,  that  they  are  in  the 
hands  of  God  rather,  than  under  the  government  of 
any  other  being.  It  is  an  unspeakable  comfort  to  a 
pious  man,  exercised  with  heavy  affliction,  that  none  of 
his  trials  coiiic  by  chance,  nor  proceed  either  from  a 

general 


general  want  of  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  in  the  su- 
preme Being,  or  from  want  of  good  will  to  Mm  in  par- 
ticular. Further,  God  is  a  shield  to  good  men  in  this 
life,  as  he  will  suffer  nothing  to  befal  them  which  naay 
not,  through  their  prayerful  and  humble  diligence, 
work  for  their  best  good.  It  is  laid  down  by  the  apos- 
tle, as  a  certain  maxim,  that  all  things  shall  work  togeth- 
er/or good  to  them,  that  love  God;  to  them,  that  are  called 
according  to  his  purpose.  God  ivill  not  suffer  his  children 
to  be  tempted  beyond  what  they  are  able  to  bear ;  but  willy 
with  the  temptation,  make  a  zvay  for  their  escape.  In. 
this  respect,  he  is  a  shield  from  temptation.  If  poverty 
overtake  them,  or  any  other  kind  of  adversity,  it  is  the 
correction  of  a  faithful,  tender  parentj  who  chastises 
them  for  their  profit,  that  they  may  be  partakers 
of  his  holiness.  If  prosperity  be  allowed  them,  it  is 
the. wise  and  gracious  indulgence  of  their  Father  in 
heaven. 

The  scriptures  speak  much  of  the  protection  and 
safety,  which  God  affords  to  good  men.  The  angel  of 
the  Lord  is  said  to  encamp  round  about  the  righteous. 
(Psalm  xxxiv.  7.)  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the 
righteous^  and  his  ears  are  open  to  their  cry.  (Verse  15.) 
Though  I  walk  through  the' valley  and  shadozv  of  deaths 
saith  the  psalmist,  /  will  fear  no  evil;foi  thy  rod  and  thy 
staff,  they  comfort  me.  (Psalm  xxxiii.  4.)  it  is  evi- 
dent from  the  scriptures,  that  the  providence  of  God 
is  peculiarly  concerned  in  shielding  the  righteous ;  that 
they  are  the  special  objects  of  divine  care.  God  has 
B  often 
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often  interposed,  in  a  very  noticeable  manner,  for  theif" 
preservation.  The  case  of  Abram  has  been  already- 
suggested.  God  rebuked  kings  for  his  sake.  He  was 
carried  through  a  long  series  of  perilous  scenes  to  a 
peaceful  grave.  How  often  did  God  appear  to  the 
patriarchs,  renewing  his  covenant  with  them,  exhorting 
them  to  be  of  good  courage,  and  giving  them  fresh  as- 
surances of  his  favor  ?  Joseph  was  a  man  acquainted 
with  extreme  adversity.  He  endured  the  effects  of 
cruelty,  false  accusation,  shame,  and  long  imprisonment. 
Yet  it  is  recorded,  that  God  was  zvitk  him ;  and  we 
all  know,  in  how  signal  a  manner  divine  providence  in- 
terposed for  his  delivery,  safety,  and  elevation.  Daniel 
was  kept  secure  in  the  dreary  den  of  fierce  lions.  Ska- 
drachy  Meshach,  and  Ahednego  were  thrown  v/ithout  in- 
jury into  a  glowing  furnace ;  and  escaped  without 
having  a  hair  of  their  heads  singed,  or  their  garments 
changed  ;  neither  had  the  smell  of  fire  passed  upon 
them.  St.  Paul  was  equally  distinguished  by  special 
manifestations  of  the  divine  favor.  At  Corinth  the 
Lord  spake  to  him,  in  a  vision  by  night,  saying,  Be  not 
afraid^  but  fpeak  a  fid  hold  not  thy  peace ;  for  I  am  with 
thee,  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt  thee. 

VVe  might  likewise  notice  the  miraculous  delivery  of 
Paul  and  Silas  from  their  imprisonment  in  Philippi. 

All  these  were  indeed  extraordinary  cafes,  and  in  them 

God  evidently  had  a  farther  object  (hin  the  fafetyof  the 

'  individuals  concerned,  even  the  fprtad  and  influence  of 
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^he  true  religion  among  others.  But  though  God  does 
not,  in  this  extraordinary  manner,  manifest  his  mercy 
to  the  generality  of  believers,  yet  he  entertains  a  tender 
and  gracious  regard  to  them  all  ;  his  almighty  power 
is  constantly  engaged  for  their  defence.  He,  that 
iomheth  you^  saith  God  addressing  them,  toiuketk  the 
apple  of  mine  eye. 

B  UT  we  have  not  yet  discoursed  on  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  divine  promise.  The  former  part,  / 
am  thy  shield^  had,  we  conceive,  principal  reference  to 
temporal  security  ;  but  it  follows,  /  am  likewise  thy 
exceeding  great  reward.  This  reward  relates  to  another 
life.  Abram  walked  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight.  He 
was  in  expectation  of  some  future  good.  He  sought 
g,  celestial  city,  a  better  country,  even  a.  heavenly  ; 
though  doubtless  he  had  not  that  clear  and  particular 
information  respecting  the  coming  world,  which  we 
obtain  from  the  gospel  of  Christ.  This  future  reward 
is  however  expressed  in  language  full  and  comprehen-- 
sive.     It  is  called  an  exceeding  great  reward. 

It  will  be  such,  i.  as  it  implies  perfect  holiness. 
According  to  the  constitution  of  grace,  revealed  in  the 
bible,  all,  who  become  truly  the  servants  of  God  in 
this  world,  shall  obtain  at  death  a  perfect  freedom  from 
all  moral  defilement.  An  imperfect,  deceitful,  incon- 
stant, rebellious  heart  is,  to  the  humble,  penitent  be- 
liever, the  greatest  occasion  of  fear  and  sorrow.  Noth- 
ing is  to  him  so  dqsirable,  as  perfection  in  hohness.  He 

longa 
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longs  to  obtain  a  full  conqueEt  over  every  spiritual  en- 
emy ;  a  perfect  exemption  from  every  degree  of  pollu-. 
tionj  that  there  may  be  nothing  within  him  to  offend 
the  eyes  of  an  infinitely  pure  and  holy  God.  The  be- 
liever would  not  be  perfectly  satisfied  even  with  heaven 
itself  without  this.  Let  the  exceeding  great  reward  ho.- 
curtailed  but  in  this  particular,  and  it  will  sadly  fail 
short  of  the  good  man's  wishes.  He  desires  rather  to, 
be  holy,  than  to  enjoy  any  kind  of  happiness,  which  is 
consistent  with  remaining  imperfection  and  guilt. 

2.  Gop    will    be  an  exceeding  great  reward  to  hia. 
children,   by  communicating  to  their  minds  much  of 
divine    knowledge.     He   w]ll  afford   them  increasing- 
light,  as  to  his  infinite  and  adorable  perfections  ;  as  to. 
the  person  of  Christ,  and  his  relation  to  the  Father  ; 
and  as  to  that  most  astonishing  scheme,  which  divine 
grace   has    concerted  for  the  redem.ption  of  apostate 
man.     This  is  a  subject,  into  which  the  angels  have  a 
desire  to  look ;  a  subject,  which  even  they  understand 
but   imperfectly,  and  which  perhaps  will  be  matter  of 
delightful  investigation  to  them,  for  many  thousand 
ages  yet  to  come.     And  if  it  employ  angels,  with  vv^hat 
great  interest  and  divine  pleasure  will  it  be  meditated 
and  dwelt  upon  by  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  !  With 
what   holy  delight    will  they  employ  their  increasing 
powers  of  mind,  (for  the  m.inds  of  saints  will  doubtless 
be  much  enlarged  in  the  heavenly  state,)  in  contem- 
plating the  mysteries  of  redemption  !  in   considering 
the  height  and  depth,  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  love 
.^of  Chriji,  zvhich  still,  the  apostle  tells  us,  passeih  knozv- 
"  hdge.     Ephesiii.  19,  q^^ 
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3.  Gob  will  be  ah  exceeding  great  reward  io  ih^ 
righteous,  inasmuch  as  he  will, grant  them  his  imme-, 
diate  presence.  God  is,  indeed,  necessarily  present  ia 
all  places,  and  no  creature  can  escape  him.  But  there 
is  a  place  somewhere  in  the  univer&e,  where  his  glory  is 
peculiarly  displayed.  This  place  is  called  heaven ;  and 
here  the  angels  and  saints  are  assembled.  It  is  a  place 
of  extraordinary  and  indescribable  light,  and  bliss,  and 
glory.  The  apartaaent  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
called  the  Holy  of  Holies,  was  a  faint  figure  and  represen- 
tation of  the  heavenly  sanctuary.  For  though  the 
Most  High  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands, 
that  is,  is  not  confined  to  them,  but  is  present  every 
where  ;  yet  he  is  said  in  scripture  to  dwell  between  the 
cherubim  on  the  mercy  seat,  which  covered  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  contained  in  the  Holy  oi  Holies.  There 
the  shekinah,  or  bright  and  glorious  appearance,  was 
continually  present.  As  God  was  said  to  dwell  be- 
tween the  cherubim,  because  he  thence  manifested  him- 
self in  an  extraordinary  manner;  and  as  the  high  priest, 
when  he  went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  was  supposed  to 
be  in  a  peculiar  sense  with  God  and  in  his  presence, 
in  how  much  higher  a  sense  is  God  said  to  dwell  in 
heaven,  where  the  most  illuctrious  manifestations  of 
him  are  made  to  angels  and  saints !  and  in  how  high 
and  noble  a  sense  may  it  be  said  of  those,  who  are 
thus  honored,  that  they  enjoy  his  presence  !  Yet  this 
is  to  be  part  of  that  exceeding  great  reward,  mentioned 
in  the  text.  Christ  will  be  with  the  Father,  and  be- 
lie  vers  will   be   with   him.     Father,  I  zvilllhal  those, 

whom 


u 

ivhom  thou  Ian  given  me,  be  with  me,  wJtere  lam^  thfit' 
they,  may  behold  my  glory. 

4.  The  Saints'  reward  is  exreeding  greats  as  to  the 
degree  of  felicity.  St.  Paul,  when  he  was  caught  up  to, 
the  third  heaven,  appears  to  havp  been  in  rapture  and 
ecstacy.  He  witnessed  scenes,  which  he  could  not 
even  attempt  to  describe.  He  saith,  moreover,  not 
only  that  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard  ;  but  that 
the  heart  of  man  hath  not  conceived  the  things,  which 
are  prepared  for  them,  that  love  God.  The  reward  of 
saints  is  exceeding  great  in  comparison  with  their  de- 
serts. Their  real  deserts  are  all  on  the  other  side  ;  that 
is,  they  deserve  punishment,  and  have  no  claim  of 
right  to  any  thing  better.  On  account  of  their  sins 
they  are  subject  to  condemnation,  and,  but  for  divine 
mercy  in  Christ,  they  v/ould  forever  endure  the  conse- 
quences of  it.  Barely  the  pardon  of  sin  and  freedom, 
from  any  punishment  would  therefore  be  the  result  of^ 
great  mercy,  if  it  did  not  amount  to  reward. 

The  sainii's  rev/ard  is  exceeding  great,  if  wc  consider- 
nothing  but  the  services,  which  he  renders  to  God. 
Allow,  that  all  his  sins  v/ere  as  nothing,  what  are  his 
services  ?  What  are  his  duties  ?  Are  they  of  such  wortl^ 
as  to  merit  any  compensation  ?  And  if  any,  are  they  at 
all  proportionate  to  such  a  one,  as  the  gospel  holds 
forth  ?  A  few  poor  services,  mixed  with  a  thousand 
infirmities,  imperfections,  and  sins  ;  prayers  made  with 
niuch  coldness  and  wandering  of  heart ;  penitence  not 
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%alf  so  deep  and  hearty,  as  former  sins  require  j  good 
deeds  performed  from  a  mixture  of  unworthy  motives  1 
Are  these  services,  which  are  rendered  by  creatures, 
who  owe  all  to  God,  entitled  to  an  exceeding  great 
reward  ?  It  is  indeed  true,  that  fome  of  God's  fer- 
vants,  and  the  apostles  and  first  christians  especially, 
endured  very  severe  sufferings  for  Christ's  sake.  They 
ivere  persecuted^  afflicted,  tormented  ;  tkey  zvsre  stoned, 
slain  with  the  szvord,  or  sawn  asunder.  Yet  all  these 
things  did  not  in  the  apostle's  view  deserve,  even  for 
a  time,  such  a  vast  reward,  as  that  to  be  conferred  on 
believers-.  / //z/>//^,  saith  hQ,  that  the  sufferings  of  the 
present  life  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  to  the  glory ^ 
that  shall  be  revealed.  But  that,  in  which  this  glory 
doth  chiefly  consist,  is  its  duration.  The  saints'  in- 
heritance is  incorruptible;  their  crown  is  immortal. 
They  are  trees  of  the  Lord's  planting  ;  and  they  will 
flourish  forever.  Ages  on  ages  shall  roll  away  3  yet 
there  will  be  no  intermission  in  their  reward,  no  mix- 
ture of  misery  in  all  their  cup  of  bliss.  They  will 
find  God  always  present,  and  be  continually  assured, 
that  his  presence  and  favor  will  be  without  end,  and 
that  he  hath  loved  them  with  an  everlasting  love. 

Thus  have  we  shewn  very  briefly  and  very  imper- 
fectly, what  is  comprehended  in  the  promise  made  in 
the  text  :  /  will  be  thy  shield,  and  thy  exceeding  great 
reward.  The  good  man  can  desire  nothing,  which  this 
promise  does  not  give  him  a  reasonable  hope  of  receiv- 
ing.    It  secures  to  him  the  unalterable  friendship  of  an 

all 


16 

^ali  powerful  God.  It  assures  him,  that  Omnipotence 
is  engaged  for  his  defence  and  safety  ;  that  God,  who' 
is  unspeakably  able,  will  forever  be  inclined  to  satisfy 
and  even  exceed  all  the  holy  desires  of  his  heart ;  that 
the  Lord  is  his  shepherd,  and  therefore  he  shall  never 
want  5  that  God,  Christ,  holy  Angels,  and  glorified 
Saints  shall  be  his  eternal  companions,  and  that  the  new 
Jerusalem,  that  city  of  the  living  God,  shall  be  the 
place  of  his  unceasing  abode. 

Let  the  subject  be  now  improved. 

Consider,  my  hearers,  that  what  you  have  heard 
is  an  unquestionable  reahty,  it  being  declared  such  by 
that  God,  who  cannot  lie.  God  is  to  every  good  man 
a  shield  and  an  exceeding  great  reward  ;2ivA  much  more, 
without  question,  is  implied  in  these  words,  than  we 
can  now  perceive  and  comprehend.  Such  a  reward  is 
now  set  before  us.  We  arc  urgently  invited  to  seek 
after,  and  accept  it.  God's  own  son  came  down  from 
heaven  to  render  it  consistent  to  make  this  offer,  and 
to  purchase  this  reward  for  the  children  of  men  ;  and 
he  now  beseeches  sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 
Do  we  fee!  the  force  of  such  a  motive  ?  Do  we  feel 
and  live,  and  act,  as  those,  who  have  such  things  set 
before  them  ?  How  astonishing  it  is  to  see  creatures, 
who  are  candidates  for  such  amazing  glory,  altogether 
stupid,  and  less  attentive  to  their  souls'  interest,  than 
to  any  interest  of  an  earthly  nature  !  But  the  wonder 
v;ill  be  greatly  increased,  if  we  consider,  that  the  loss  of 
all  this  glory  implies  a  proportionable  state  of  suffering; 
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ftat  the  sacred  writers  use  as  strong  language  in  describ- 
ing the  miseries  of  hell,  as  in  describing  the  joys  d£ 
heaven.  In  this  view  how  poor  and  trifling  do  all 
earthly  things  appear  !  What  is  worldly  greatness  to 
him,  who  has  not  God  for  his  shield  !  Without  this 
'defence  how  vain  is  the  help  of  man !  How  poor  amidst 
the  greatest  wealth  is  he,  who  has  no  portion  in  this 
mighty  reward  1  Abrani  was  indeed  very  prosperous 
in  this  world,  and  he  had  much  earthly  substance;  but 
if  it  had  been  otherwise,  and  he  had  been  poor  in  the 
extreme,  the  promise  on  which,  we  have  been  discours- 
ing, was  sarely  of  itself  a  sufficient  portion.  What 
evil  needs  he  fear,  who  has  God  for  his  shield  ?  What 
wants  can  he  suffer,  v/hose  reward  is  the  Almighty  1 
What  can  a- rational  soul  desire,  but  the  perpetual 
friendship  of  him,  who  is  over  all  blessed  forever  ? 

Yet,  I  apprehend,  there  are  riiany  present,  probably 
a  large  majority,  v/ho  have  no  sincere  and  earnest  de- 
sires for  the  spiritual  portion,  we  have  been  describing. 
You  would  value  the  promise  made  to  Abram  in  some 
points  of  view.  You  would  be  glad,  that  God  Would 
shield  you  from  temporal  disastersj  subdue  your  ene- 
mies, and  multiply  your  substance.  This  you  would 
consider  as  by  far  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  prom- 
ise ;  but  as  for  those  spiritual  favors,  which  render  the 
saints'  reward  so  exceedingly  great,  you  see  no  value 
in  them,  for  which  they  should  be  desired.  You  desire 
earth,  and  would  continue  here  and  enjoy  it  forever  ; 
but  have  no  sincere  desire  to  be  with  God  and  Christ, 
G  ^^^ 
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and  holy  afigels.  Do  riot  the  consciences  of  mfinV  at^ 
test  to  this  ?  Do  not  many  feel  as  if  they  would  a  thou- 
sand times  prefer  the  enjoyments  of  sense  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  God  ?  To  such  I  would  solemnly  observe,  that 
you  have  been  hearing  a  reward  described,  in  which 
you  have  no  share  ;  and  in  which  you  will  never  par- 
take without  a  change  of  heart.  God  is  not  your 
shield  in  the  sense,  in  which  he  is  the  shield  of  the 
righteous.  You  are  indeed  dependent  on  him  from 
day  to  day  s  but  he  is  under  no  covenant  engagements 
to  preserve  you,  or  keep  you  out  of  punishment  a  sin- 
gle hour.  Being  among  the  adversaries  of  the  Lord, 
he  may  at  any  time  recompense  fury  upon  you.  This 
is  assuredly  the  condition  of  every  unconcerned,  im- 
penitent sinner;  a  condition,  from  which  you  must  es- 
cape, or  be  made  miserable  forever.  None  will  go  to 
heaven,  who  would,  in  preference  to  it,  choose  any 
other  state.  None  will  be  connected  with  the  church 
an  glory,  who  would  prefer  other  associates.  Noae 
will  love  God  for  their  exceeding  great  reward,  who 
choose  their  portion  in  this  life. 

To  them  who  believe,  Christ  isprecious ;  and  pre- 
cious in  their  sight,  are  all  the  exercises,  privileges,  and 
enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  state.  It  is  exactly  the 
condition,  they  desire  ;  it  is  perfectly  suited  to  their 
taste;  and  no  wondsr,  for  it  ^^^  prepared  for  th^m  bt-^ 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
AMEN. 
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GEJVESIS    XXIII.    II. 
A^D  SARAH    DIED   IN  KIRJATH— AREA,  THE   SAME  I& 
HEPRON,  IN  THE  LAND  OF  CANAAN  :  AND  ARRAM 
CAME    TO     MOURN   FOR   SARx\H,  AND   TO 
iWEEP   FOR  HER. 

GOD.  spake  to  Job  concerning  certain  treasuresy 
which  were  reserved  agaimt  the  time  of  trouble^ 
against  the  day  of  battle  and  war.  Agreeably  tp  this 
figure,  we  may  imagine,  that,  in  some  immense  store-- 
l)ouse,  were  laid  up,  from  the  beginning,  all  those  evils, 
which  now  afflict  mankind  ;  such  as  plagues,  fevers, 
consumptions,  poverty,  fear,  disappointment,and, death.. 
We  may  suppose,  likewise,  that  the  door  of  this  vast 
and  dreary  prison  was  opened:  when  sin  entered  the 
world  ;  and  that  the  dismal  company  of  evils,  which 
were  there  confined,  then  rushed  out  to  prey  upon  tho 
human  race.  For  we  ought  to  remember,  with  great 
humility,  the  sourcgj  whence  all  our  calamities  are  de- 
rived. Until  the  series  of  human  transgression  began, 
there  was  no  suffering.  Until  then,  there  was  no  prick" 
ing  brier,  nor  any  grieving  thorn*  Since  that  time,  all 
nature  has  borne  the  marks  of  God's  displeasure.  IV3 
hnozv,  saith  the  apostle,  that  the  whole  creation  groan-- 
eih,  and  travailethinpain  together  until  now. 

Though  death,  which  is  the  last  of  earthly  miseries^ 
did  not  come  on  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  world,  until 
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they  had  lived  through  many  of  those,  periods,  which, 
we  now  denominate  the  age  of  man,  still  it  eventually 
overtook  them.     Though  they  tarried  long,  the  grave, 
was  their  house.     At  the  time  of   Abraham,  human, 
life  was  reduced;  to  narrower  limits.     His  wife  died, 
when  she  was  an^  hundred » twenty  and  seven  years  old  5, 
and  he  himself,  who  was  thought,  in  those  days,  to> 
have  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  did  not  survive  his  hun-. 
dred  and  seventy  fifth  year.     This,  though  it  seern  a, 
"  long  period  to  us,  appears  exceedingly  short,  if  com-, 
pared  with  the  ages  of  those,  who  lived  before  the  flood. 
It  is  probable  that  Jacob  had  these  immense  ages  of  his, 
distant  ancestors  in  view,  when  he  called  the  days  c£ 
his  own  life,  being  then  an  hundred  and  thirty  yearsj^ 
few.  and  eviL 

The  first  observation  that  occurs  to  us,  in  view  oi 
the  subject,  is,  that  affliction  and  the  loss  of  friends  are, 
common  to  persons  of  every  character. 

''■  Ab.r  AH  AMr,  tliough  not  faultless,  was  a  very  eminent 
saint.  He  obtained  a  title  unspeakably  more  honora-. 
ble  than  that  of  the  mightiest  emperor  in  the  world  :. 
he  was  called  the  friend  of  God.  Yet  this  same  illus-. 
trious  patriarch  experienced  much  tribulation.  His 
life  was  a  life  of  change  and  labor ;  a  life  of  uncer-. 
tainty  and  pilgrimage.  He  early  left  his  country  and- 
his  father's,  house  -,  he  passed  great  part  of  his  days 
among  strangers  and  idolaters  ;  he  was  called  to  sacri-. 
lice,  on  the  altar,  his  favorite  son,   even  him,  who  was 
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horn  according  to  promise  ;  and  the  text  informs  m^ 
that  when  very  far  advanced  in  life,  he  was  called  tot^ 
bury  her,  who  had  been  the  wife  of  his  youth. 

The  friendship  of  God  does  indeed  secure  a  glorious^ 
immortality,  but  not  on  earth.  That  the  immortal^ 
part  may  be  supremely  blest,  the  »<n8n4fll'  part  must  "Pr^ 
die.  Moses  is  as  liable  to  death  as  Pharaoh  ;  and  irt 
this  respect,  there  is  no  difference  between  Herod  3,n± 
John  the  Baptist.  In  respect  to  the  removal  of  friends 
too,  there  is  no  difference  between  the  just  and  the  un- 
just. There  is  indeed  a  difference  in  their  feelings, 
under  the  like  dispensations.  While  the  wicked  remain, 
stupid  and  obstinate,  or  else /)/«^.<s;wjy  in  their  iniqid- 
iies^  the  children  of  God  exercise  a  humble,  tender^ 
and  submissive  temper,  and  say,  "  X  will  bear  the  inr^ 
dignation  of  the  Lord^  because  1  have  sinned  against  himii 
Do  thou,  O  my  God,  administer  support,  and  I  will 
s^tand  beneath  the  heaviest  burden. "^ 

It  is  natural  to  consider  the  nature  and  circumstan^: 
ces  of  that  affliction,  which  befel^^r^^tfw,  as  recorded 
in  our  text.  He  lost  the  dearest  friend  on  earth,  even, 
that  friend,  who  sticketh  faster  than  a  brother.  ,He 
would  then  exclaim,  lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  fasr 
from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness ^ 

Sarah),  whose  death  he  was  called  to  lament,  though- 
possessed,  as  one  would  think,  of  some  infelicity  of 
^mper,*  was,on  the  whole,  a  very  respectabkjdeserving 

5  See  Gsncsis,  xyi.  2;  5.    xviii,    15,^ 
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tharacter.  The  apostle  Peter  does  her  much  honors^ 
He  proposes  her  as  an  example  to  christian  women  iri. 
t^he  churches,  to  which  he  wrote.  As  believers  are^ 
called  the  children  of  Abraham^  so  are  pious  womea. 
called  the  daughters  of  Sarah.  Whose  daughters  ye  are^^ 
saith  he,  as  long  as  ye  do  well.  We  may  suppose^ 
therefore,  ih^t'-A-kmaham  s  loss  was  aggravated  by  the^ 
character  of  the  friend,  whose  death  he  lamented^ 

Further  :  their  conjugal  relation  had  been  of  long, 
standing.  It  was,  at  the  time  of  5^rd!//j  death,  almost; 
seventy  years  since  yi^ra/^a;«  left  Haran:  and  probably- 
their  connexion  took  place  considerably  before  that- 
event.  It  is  true,  that  the  length  of  time,  for  which^ 
a  blessing  is  granted j  increases  our  obligations  to  the , 
giver;  but  it  likewise  gives  peculiar  severity  to  our,- 
grief,  when  the  favor  is  withdrawn.  5tfr^/;  had  accom^-. 
panied  Abraham  in  all  the  principal  changes  of  his  life*. 
She  was  with  him,  when  he  left  Haran^  md,  probably^, 
when  he  left  his  father's  house  :  she  accompanied  him, 
in  his  pilgrimages  :  she  partook  in  all  his  sorrows,  and] 
in  all  his  joysc. 

It  is  to  be  noticed,  likewise,  that  this  calamity  befel' 
Abraham,  not  when  he  possessed  the  vigor^  and  firm-, 
ness  of  former  days ;  but  after  he  had  himself  made» 
great  advances  in  life.  He  was  then  an  old  man, 
though  he  lived  many  years  after.  As  Sarah  was  ten- 
years  younger  than  himself,  he  had'  probably  enter- 
tained hopes  of  enjoying  her  society,  as  long  as  he  lived. 
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¥le  did  not  calculate  on  being  left  alone,  in  ativanceil 
'age,  as  she  had  been  the  wife  of  his  youth.  He  had  pur- 
suaded  himself,  that  she  would  have  been  spared  to 
'cheer  and  comfort  his  decUning  years. 

Again  :  as  nothing  is  mentioned  as  to  the  sickness 
'of  Sara^j  it  is  probable  she  died  suddenly  j  and  that 
God  removed  the  desire  of  AbraharrCs  eyes  with  a 
stroke.  Possibly  she  was  deprived  of  reason,  and 
thereby  rendered  incapable  of  conversing  on  her  great 
change.  It  would  perhaps  have  been  highly  satisfac- 
tory, could  Abraham  and  she  have  conversed  as  freely, 
•at  that  time,  on  the  subjects  of  religion  and  the  world 
'to  come,  as  they  had,  without  doubt,  frequently  done 
i)efore.  Yet  the  same  God,  who  fixed  the  time  of  her 
-death,  did  likewise  order  the  circumstances  of  it ;  and 
Abraham  well  knew,  that  the  wise,  unerring  providence 
of  God  was  to  be  acknowledged  in  both.  He  knew 
likewise,  that  whatever  might  have  been  her  fears  or 
hopes,  in  the  last  hours  of  life,  they  would  have  been 
no  certain  proof,  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other.  But 
■it  consoled  the  patriarch,that  they  had  lived  as  strangers 
and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and  as  those,  who  sought  a 
^heavenly  country ,~a  city,  which  hath  foundations. 

Now  let  us  inquire  how  Abraham  conducted  under 
present  affliciions.  -  Could  he  saj'-,  that  none  of  these 
things  moved  him  ?  Had  so  melancholy  a  change 
passed  on  his  dearest  and  most  valuable  earthly  friend, 
without  exciting  tears  and  sorrow  ?  Had  he  learned  an 
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%ft,  so  much  the  boast  of  modern  times,  of  being  en- 
deared to  every  object,  in  exact  proportion  to  its  rela- 
tive import  in  the  general  scale  ?  Did  he  contemplate 
the  death  ot  Sarah,  with  as  much  indifference,  as  he 
would  have  contemplated  the  death  of  some  far  distant 
person,  of  whom  he  had  known  nothing,  but  her 
precise  relation  to  the  universe  ?  Far  otherwise  ;  hi 
came  to  mourn  for  Sarah  and  to  weep  for  her.  He 
had  not,  therefore,  that  entire  impartiality,  in  which 
fashionable  philosophy  would  place  the  essence  of 
virtue.  God  has  no  where  required,  that  his  crea- 
tures, under  pressing  afflictions,  should  feel  no  emo- 
tion. He  has  no  where  forbiddeni,  that  grief  should  be 
felt  and  expressed.  Jacob,  when  he  was  persuaded 
that  his  son  Joseph  was  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  rent 
Ms  doihes,put  sackcloth  on  his  loins,  and  mourned  for  his 
son  many  days.  David  wept,  even  at  the  grave  of  Ab~ 
tier  :  and  when  his  own  favorite  son  was  slain  in  battle^ 
his  grief  was  exceedingly  copious.  When  Lazarus 
died,  Jesus  saw  Mary  weeping,  and  the  Jews  weeping 
with  her.  Did  he  reprove  them  and  condemn  their 
grief?  So  far  from  that,  he  joined  in  it.  He  groaned 
in  spirit  and  was  troubled  j  and  when  he  came  to  the 
grave,  Jesus  wept.  It  is  said,  that  Jesus  took  upon  him 
our  natures,  that  he  might  be  a  gracious  high  priest  5 
that  he  might  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infir- 
mities J — that  being  thus  tempted,  he  might  be  able  to 
succour  them,  that  are  tempted. 

We  perceive  therefore,  that  the  grief,  which  Abra- 
ham felt  at  the  loss  of  his  wife,  was  no  way  unsuitable 
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'•to  4iis  character,  it  being  justified  by  the  example  not 
'only  of  eminent  saints,  but  of  C/irist  himself.  Yet  was 
not  this  grief  turbulent  nor  excessive,  as  is  evident  in 
the  prudent  care  which  he  took  for  burying  the  dead. 
He  was  then  sojourning  in  a  strange  land.  He  was  a 
stranger  with  the  people,  among  whom  he  dwelt. 
Though  he  had  large  possessions  of  some  kind,  he  did 
not  own  ground  enough  to  set  his  foot  on.  He  there- 
fore applied  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  even  to  the 
children  o^  Eetk,  for  the  purchase  of  a  field,  in  which 
his  wife  might  be  buried.  They,  very  kindly,  offered 
to  give  it.  He,  fearing  that  his  acceptance  would  oc- 
casion some  future  difficulty,  respectfully  refused  the 
.gift,  but  pressed  them  to  sell  the  field.  They  again 
requested  him  to  accept  it;  he  as  earnestly  begged  they 
would  allow  him  to  purchase  it  :  to  which  they  at 
length  consented  ;  and  the  field  and  cave  oi Machpelak 
became  the  burying  ground  of  Sarahs  ^braham^  and  his 
family. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  though  the  patriarch  had  sus- 
tained a  very  great  loss,  and  was  deeply  affected  by  his 
bereavement,  he  viras  yet  prudent  and  considerate,  and 
in  no  m.easure  disqualified  for  the  discharge  of  duty. 

Let  us  now  see  what  it  was,  which  supported  this 
venerable  patriarch  under  all  his  afflictions.  It  was 
his  entire  confidence  in  God.  He  knew  that  God 
1-eigned  ;  and  that,  as  his  character,  so  his  government 
must  be  perfect.  He  knew  that  God,  who  created 
tiian,  had  a  right  to  take  away  the  life,  vi'hich  he  gave  • 
D  that 
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"that  he,  who  breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  life,  had" 
a  right  to  withdraw  the  same  breath.  He  knew  that 
there  could  be  no  reasonable  complaint  of  a  govern- 
ment founded  and  administered  by  a  being  of  perfect 
goodness,  wisdom,  and  power.  He,  who  was  ready  t6 
sacrifice  his  own  son,  when  God  commanded,  found 
much  less  difficulty  in  giving  up  his  beloved  Sarah  to 
be  removed  by  an  ordinary  death.  He  had  learned  to 
call  nothing  on  earth  his  own.  He  never  possessed, 
we  have  seen,  in  the  earthly  Canaan,  any  thing  more 
than  a  place,  in  which  to  bury  himself  and  family.  It 
vs'as,  indeed,  promised  to  his  posterity;  but  then  it  was 
as  a  sign  or  pledge  of  the  heavenly  inheritance.  It  was 
not  principally  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  place  of  fixed 
residence  for  one  particular  family  about  to  become 
numerous,  that  God  so  remarkably  revealed  himself  to 
Abraham,  and  so  remarkably  defended  his  posterity.  It 
was  to  point  out  the  heavenly  Canaan,  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  seeking  a  better  country,  and  to  prepare  the 
way  for  introducing  the  christian  dispensation.  The 
patriarchs  are  said  to  have  s-een  the  promises  afar  of,  that  is, 
to  have  understood  much  of  their,  spiritual  nature  and 
import  ;  to  have  embraced  them,  and  to  have  confessed 
that  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth.  Now 
they  that  say  such  things,  saith  the  apostle,  declare  -plainly 
thai  they  seek  a  country.  And  as  it  could  not  have  been 
the  country,  whence  they  came;  and  to  which  they  had 
liberty  of  returning,  the  inference  is,  that  they  were  in 
pursuit  of  a  better  country,  even  an  heavenly. 
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Abraham  knew  that  Sarah  and  his  other  friends  h?l^i 
life  on  the  same  tenyr?,  as  himself.     As  l^e.was  a  stran- , 
ger  and  pilgrim  on  earth,  he  looked  on  them  as  com- 
panions in  pilgrimage.     He  could  not,  with  any  cer- 
tainty, infer  whose  pilgrimage  would  be  the  longest  ; 
and,    therefore,  did  not   think  it  strange,  <3^  if  some 
strange  thing  had  happened  to  him,  when  Sarah,  though 
somewhat .  younger    than    himself,  went  before  him. 
Though  her  death,  when  it  actually  came,  brought  with 
it,  no  doubt,  some  feelings,  of  which,  before  this,  he 
could  have  formed  no  just  conception,  and  which  he  was 
neither  able,  nor  desirous  to  suppress  wholly,  yet  all 
tliese  did  not  prevent  his  holy  submission  to  God,  nor 
his  ready  attention  to  the  duties,  which  God  required. 

It  was  a  peculiar  comfort,  at  this  time,  to  realize  the. 
character  of  a  pilgrim.  He  rejoiced  in  the  thought, 
that  this,  was  not  his  abiding  place.  He  looked  to 
that  other  country,  of  which  the  earthly  Canaan  was 
only  afaint  emblem.  He  had  no  doubt  of  forming, 
in  that  country,  a  never  ceasing  union  with  all  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  Deeply  impressed  with  these  considera- 
tions, and  supported  by  divine  grace,  he  quietly  pos- 
sessed his  soul  in  the  midst  of  trying  adversity. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  discourse  v^^ill  consist  o£ 
practical  observations. 

First.  We  are  taught  by  the  example  oi  Abraham, 

what  estiiiiate  to  form  of  human  life.     He  viewed  it: 
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as  a  pilgrimage.  He  did  not  consider  it  as  greatly  vaK 
uable  on  any  other  account  than  its  connexion  with, 
another  state. 

■  Though  the  number  of  pilgrims  is  exceedingly  great> 
yet  there  are  but  two  great  roads,  and  two  directions, 
in  which  they  all  travel ;  T  mean  the  road  to  glory,  and. 
the  road  to  perdition.     These  two  states  will,  hereaf- 
ter, embrace  the  whole  posterity  of  Adam.     There  is 
no  person  present,  who  is  not.  traveUing  to  one  or  other 
of  these.     The  journey  will  soon  be  over,  j  the  pilgrim-. 
age  will  be  past,  and  each  one  will  be  gathered  to  his 
own  place.     Even  while  I  am  speaking  and;  you  hear- 
ing, the  time  passes  on,-r-the  moments   vanish,— tha 
short  space  between  our  present  trial  and  our  everlast- 
ing retribution,  diminishes.     The  minute's,  which  were 
passing,  when  we  first  assembled,  are  now  ^' with  the 
years  beyond  the  flood."     Wt  are  continually  and  irre- 
sistibly   pressed    forward  ,to   that     highly    important 
hour,  when  flesh  and  heart  shall  fail  us  j  and  the  world 
of  olory,  or  the  world  of  vi^o  will  soon  be  opened  to 
pur  view.     Would  any  one,  my  hearers,   conjecture 
that  such  were  our  destiny  .?_  Would  any  one  suppose, 
from  our  conversation,  habits,  and  manner  of  hfe,tha|, 
we  were  preparing  for  immortal  pleasures  and  immortal 
pains }  and  that  the  day  were  not  far  distant,  when 
we  shall  begin  to  feel  the  one  or  the  other  I  Would  ha 
think,  that  ourunconcernedness  and  lukewarmness  cor- 
responded with  a  state,  on  which  such  mighty  conse- 
c^uences  were  depending  ?  Would  he  suppose,  that  we 
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viewed' ourselves  as  being' on' tlie  brink  of  eterni-ty  ?i 
Would  he  believe,  that  we  considered  ourselves  as 
bound  to  another  world  ?  Yet  we  are  soon  tohear  thd- 
decisive  sentence.  Perhaps  the' snare  may  fall  sud'- 
deniy  upon  us,  and pur  exchange  of  worlds  be  made  ili' 
a  moment. 

Secondly.  We  learn,  from  the  subject  in  hand,  s'omei 
thing  of  the  manner,  in  which  the  dearest  earthlV' 
friends  should  live  together.  Jlra'kam  ^nd  Sara^  mmt 
be  separated;  The  same  connexion,  which  subsisted 
between  them,  we  are  often  reminded,  is  not  an  indisi 
soluble  connexion.  Though,  in -the  world  to  tome, 
they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  yet  both 
the  husband  and  the  wile  must  appear  in  that  world, 
and  be  sentenced  according  as  their  works  have  be-en. 
Evidently,  therefore,  they  ought  to  shew  a  suitable  re^ 
gard  to  each  other's  spiritual  good.  Each  ought  to 
strive  for  the  other's  eternal  interest.  Those,  who  sus- 
tain this  relation  in  life,  are  justly  thought  to  live  on  ill 
terms,  if  their  sufferings  and  joys  are  not  subjects  of 
mutual  sympathy.  But  how  much  stronger  reason  is 
there,  why  each  should  rejoice  in  the  other's  spiritual 
prosperity,  and  be  anxious  at  not  perceiving  a  humbling 
sense  of  sin,  a  regard  to  the  soul,  and  the  invisible 
state  ?  It  is  the  part  of  love  to  desire,  that  its  object 
2pay  be  happy,  not  for  a  day,  or  a  week  only,  but  for-t 
ever.  What  unutterable,  incomparable  pleasure  must 
it  afford,  where  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  those, 
wh-o-are  dear  to  us,  are  dear  also  to.God,  that  he  tak^s 
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ddight  in  them,  and  will  employ  his  infinite  perfec-. 
lions  for  their  security  and  eternal  delight  !    As  Abra-_ 
^am  hzd  an  honorable  character  for  family  religion  j  as 
God  said  concerning  him,  1  knozv  thai  h  zvill  command - 
his  children  and  his,  household  after  himyViQ  may  rea-, 
sonably  suppose,  that  he  not  only  did  sacrifice  and  of- 
fered prayers  to  God,  with  his  family,  but  that  he  often, 
conversed  religiously  with  <S<?r^^  his  wife.     The  many, 
favorable  interpositions  of  divine    providence,    which. 
they  had  experienced,  were,  doubtless,  the  subject  of 
united  thanksgivings,  and  religious  conversation.     To 
^oth,  God  had  condescended  to  communicate  his  will- 
and   designs  in  a  superxiatural  manner.     In  their  joint 
posterity,  all  the  families  of  the  earth%vere  to  be  blessed o 
This  glorious  promise  was  to  therti  a  delightful  sub-, 
ject  of  meditation  and  mutual  inquiry.     From  this... 
they  knew,in  general,  that  God  had  designs  of  unspeak-. 
able  grace  towards  men,  and  that  this  grace  was  to  be. 
communicated  through  the  medium,  of  their,  posterity. 
But  as  these  are  things,  into  which  the  angels  desired 
to  look,  and   of  which  they  seem  not  to  have  had  a 
perfect    knowledge  before   the   coming   of  Christ,  we 
must  conclude,  that  this  religious  pair  had  but  very 
imperfect  and  indistinct  ideas  of  the  great  work  of  re-, 
demption,  and  that  there  would  be,  of  course,  a  very 
wide  field  for  their  humble  investigation  and  pious, 
conjectures. 

They  both  had  sins  to  lament,  and  would  hence  be, 
led  to  reflect  on  their  internal  corruption,  entire  unr 
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Vorthiness,  and  that  divine  grace,  oh  which  they  we're 
'equally  dependent.  When  either  of  them  observed^ 
in  the  other,  a  degree  of  fondness  for  the  world,  or  earn- 
estness about  it,  unbecoming  the  character  of  pilgrims 
and  strangers,  it  would  be  the  subject  of  kind  and  gen- 
tle admonition.  By  such  a  pious  regard  to  each  other's 
spiritual  welfare,  they  would  give  the  best  proof  of 
their  mutual  affection.  As  the  land,  in  which  they 
were  sojourners,  was  a  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan, 
the  everlasting  inheritance,  their  thoughts  and  conver- 
sation would  frequently  turn  upon  that  n'/y,  whick 
hath  foundations^  whose  builder  is  God ;  and  on  that  so- 
lemn, important  hour,  when  their  earthly  pilgrimage 
should  be  finished,  and  possession  be  taken  of  that  rest, 
'"which  remainethforthe  people  of  God. 

Having  tnade  these  general  observations',  we  descend 
to  those,  which  are  of  a  more  particular  nature.  The 
deep  interest,  which,  it  is  evident,  you  all  take  in  the 
melancholy  providence,  with  which  your  respected  and 
beloved  pastor  has  been  visited,  has,  perhaps,  obtained 
to  the  preceding  observations,  a  degree  of  attentions 
which,  in  themselves  considered,  they  would  not  have 
acquired.  If  the  subject  in  hand  be,  in  any  measure^ 
interesting  to  the  assembly,  it  is  emphatically  so  to 
him-,  in  whose  hand  God  hath  placed  the  cup  of  ad- 
versity. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  respectfu'ily  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
in  application  to  your  present  bereaved,  afflicted  con- 
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'dition.  If  you  exclaim  J  as  well  you  may,  I  am  thi 
man^  that  hath  ieen  affliction  by  the  rod  of  his  wrath^  you 
jwill,  however,  perceive,  that  the  dealings  of  God  with 
regard  to  you  are  no  way  different  from  the  treatment, 
which  has  been  experienced  by  some  of  his  best  friends ; 
even  by  those,  for  whose  sake  he  has  rebuked  kings  5 
those,  in  relation  to  whom  he  hath  said,  ke  that  iouch- 
-eth  you  J  toucheth  the  apple  of  mine  eye. 

You  have  been  recently  deprived  of  a  partner  re- 
spectable for  her  connexions*,  ^respectable  for  her  su- 
perior intellectual  endowments,  and  a  virtuous  life  ; 
peculiarly  endeared  by  exemplary  submission  and  pa- 
tience under  perpetual  feebleness  and  disorder  of  body. 
In  the  manner  and  suddenness  of  her  removal,  your 
affliction  receives  additional  poignancy.  But  if  no 
■sparrow  dieth,  if  no  flower  fadeth,  if  no  hair  fallethj 
without  our  heavenly  Father,  how  plainly  doth  it  ap- 
pear, that  his  providence  is  concerned  not  only  in  the 
igeneral  event  of  death,  but  in  ordering  the  particular 
circumstances,  in  which  it  takes  place.  The  same 
God,  who  hath  smitten,  is  abundantly  able  to  heal  the 
wound,  which  his  stroke  hath  occasioned.  He  is 
not  only  able,  but  disposed  to  do  it.  This  is  evident 
both  from  general  declarations  and  particular  promises. 
Jt  is  declared  in  general,  that  God  doth  not  afflict  zvil- 
linglyt  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.  He  will  not  con- 
tend 

*Mris.  BircKMiNStER  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ly-' 
Vinn^  of  York. 

Hkii  age,  at  the  tims  of  death,  was  thirty -nine  years. 
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'WiJfdrever,  ^e.  His  promises  to  his  children  are  rich 
arid  numerous.  Though  these  promises  set  forth  the 
feebleness  of  man,  they  clearly  express  the  power  of  him, 
by  whom  the  feeble  are  made  ftrong,  and  the  safety 
of  those,  who  truft  in  God.  Thus  said  Jehovah  to  his 
ancient  church,  and  thus  doth  he  still  say  to  every  af- 
flicted believer  ;  JFear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men 
of  Israel;  I  will  keep  thee,  saith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  When  the  poor  and  needy  seek 
water,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirst,  I  the  Lord  will 
heal  them  ;  1  the  Lord  will  not  forsake  them.  I  will 
cpen  rivers  in  high,  places,  and  fountains  in  the  midst  ef 
v allies.  I  will  make  the  wilderness  a  pool  of  water,  and 
the- dry  ground  a  water  spring.  Again  :  Thus  saith  the 
Lot  d,rwho  formed  thee,  O  Jacob;  Fear  not,  for  I  haver  e- 
deemed  thee,  I  have  called  thee  by  name  :  thou  art  mine. 
When  thou  passest  through  the  zvaters ;  I  will  be  zvith  thee, 
and, through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee  ;  zvhett 
thou  walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burnt, 
•neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  To  comprehend 
all,  ia  a  few  .words  :  my  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee ;  and  all 
^things  shall  work  together  for  good  to  chem,. that  love  God. 

Having  experienced,  it  is  believed,  in  past  trials, 
the  truth  of  these  supporting  declarations,  you  will. 
Sir,  the  more  readily,  on  the  present  occasion,  confide 
in  them,  and  throw  yourself  upon  them. 

That  you  have  been,  thus  far,  sovveM*  supported  j 

that  you  have  been  enabled  to  honor  God  and  his  go?- 
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p^l  by  cheerful  submission,  calmness,  and  self-po?ses-«* 
sion.  is  matter  of  unfeigned  thankfulness  to  your  friends. 
and  the  friends  of  piety.  May  God  give  them  StilL 
farther  cause  of  rejoicing  on  y.our  account^ 

The  children,  both  those  who  have  now  lost  their 
natural    mother,   and   others  who   are,  by  the  same: 
stroke,  deprived   of   one,  from  whom. they  received  a 
natural  mother's  tenderjiess  and  care,  have  a  deep  in- 
terest in  our  affection  and  prayers.     May  Qod  corns 
iiiunicate  that  grace,  which  shall  be  best   suited  to. 
their  respective  ages.     May  he   effectually  preside  in. 
their  hearts, ^nd  make  them  objects  of  his  evcrlafting 
Ipve.     Being  taught,  as  they  now  are,  that  the  events 
of  a  single  hour,  cannot  be  foreseen,  may  their  early,  un-?: 
remitting  attentipn.be  directed  towards  th§ ,  kipg4Qi^  of 
God.  Gud  the  righteousness  thereof. 

Til  E  brethren  and  sisters,  but  especially  the  aged^ 
venerable  parents,  claim  our  notice.  Cast  them  not  off^ 
O  God,  in  old  age  ;  forsake  them  not  when  strength  fail- 
eik.  May  the  eternal  God  be  their  refuge :  underneath 
them  be  the  everlasting  arms^  that  th-e  spirits  may  not  fail 
before  thee,  nor  the  souls,  which  thou  hast  redeemed. 

,FiNAH,Y,  Man  knoweth  not  his  time:  but  as  th^st 
fijhes  are  tfiken  in  an  evil  net,  and  the  birds  caught  in  a 
snare  ;  so  are  the  sons  of  men  snared  in  an  evil  time,  ivhef\ 
itfalkth  suddenly  upon  them.  Let  us  watch,  therefore,  as 
Tje  know  not  the. day  nor  the  hour,  when Jh^. son  of  ^an 
cgni^th.  AMEN. 


